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Immigration is also Emigration

The news feeds us stark images of brown men inimgror jumping
positions, brown pregnant women clutching the haridieir several little brown
children, gardeners in pickup trucks, and Spanigaking cleaning ladies and
nannies who now fill the shoes that were once vioitterly by black women.

From Fidel Castro's recent retirement to the geteof indigenous
Guatemalans by the CIA-funded military during tB8’s, undocumented
immigration has more to do with what's goinglmyondour borders than within
them.

Undocumented immigrants are depicted only as twtwedsional creatures
overrunning our country, and never as humans |gavieir own countries. Sure
they are specified as Mexicans, Hondurans or Htesfibut always in a way that
neglects their personal histories back home. A &uatan man who enters the
country without documents seems to suddenly paperistence upon crossing
our southern border. The fact that he is an indigerMayan fleeing military
persecution—which the U.S. has historically fundetisappears in the eyes of
Americans who accuse him of unlawfully invadingitherritory.

Beyond our borders are all those countries whdlegdl” immigrants
aren't yet immigrants, but citizens in their natiaeds. The same people who
come here as unwanted strangers are only percef\asinvadinghomes, never

Immigration continued on page 2

Delegation to Visit New Clinic

At the end of March a group will travel to Guateantd visit the Quiche
region. They hope to take part the celebratiomefdompletion of a small clinic
which will serve the people dhe area. The group includes Pastor Max Lynn
his wife and family representing St. John’s Presbgh Church in Berkeley,
Glenda and Stuart Pawsey from St. John’s, and Makdlcksomepresenting Ea
Bay Sanctuary Covenant. Several young adults nsyadcompany the group.

The completion of this clinic is the result of thard work of many. The
idea for the clinic came from refugees themselviag were living at Casa
Francisca in Oakland. Several members of the Tunil\fdrom the Quiche
region of Guatemala have worked very hard for tearg to raise money for this

Clinic continued on page 2
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Immigration,continued from page 1

as leaving behind their own homes, families anc
friends. Through our conversations about
undocumented immigration, we always frame
newcomers as the assaulters of our national
sovereignty. However, what conveniently fails
to come into our discussions is the United State
own assaults against the national sovereignty o
the countries from which they are coming.

After the passing of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994,
hundreds of thousands of Mexican farm worker:
were thrown off their lands by a corrupt
Mexican government working in league with
greedy American developers. Even those that
kept their land had a difficult time competing
with heavily subsidized U.S. agricultural goods.
As a result, they fled, and continue to flee here
by the hundreds of thousands, seeking work to
sustain their families.

The Cuban “wet-foot dry-foot policy”
grants automatic admission to any Cuban who
sets foot upon our soil, thanks to our animosity

towards Fidel Castro's government. Yet many
people from poor Caribbean nations
experiencing diasporas are continually
rejected—especially Haitians—who are
continually denied amnesty status because of our
diplomatic relations with the government of

Haiti.

It's important to see that there are many
factors pushing immigrants out of their countries
and pulling them into ours, many of which are
greatly influenced by U.S. foreign relations.
Once we expand the depth of our understanding
of the processes of undocumented immigration
into our country, we will come to understand
that our popular policy approaches to the issue
are far from solutions. From building walls to
guest-worker programs, undocumented
immigration is going to remain strong as long as
we continue to tackle it as a mere occurrence
within our borders. —Sara Rosell

Clinic, continued from page 1

worthy project. They have been collecting donatifomssinder blocks for the construction of the binlg
and finally, after all this time, the clinic hasdpebuilt. In addition to the many individual cobtitions
there have been generous donations from East Bagtuay, The Sisters of St. Francis, and St. John’s
Presbyterian Church to complete the project. Thall@atholic Church in the area has donated thak lan
This clinic will serve indigenous people in thelagle of Xecajuic, where it is located, as well asgie in
the surrounding villages. These people have suffgreatly because of the horrible treatment they
received from the Guatemalan military in the 88any have returned to their land after long periods
refugee camps. Still others have been displaced fand they have farmed for decades because thky la
legal documents to demonstrate title to their ld&wlcerty is pervasive and the health needs of the

community are great.

One of the most exciting things about this projechat it was initiated by Guatemalan refugees
here to help their communities back home. The enloys people living there in the village of Xecajui
and surrounding areas will determine their own se#avill be run by the indigenous people themsslv
The next step will be to make decisions aboutisigfind medical supplies. There will be a locdbhgé
council that will make decisions in Guatemala alsd a committee here in Berkeley that will work to

support the efforts of those in Guatemala.

East Bay Sanctuary is proud to be part of thisreéiod we will continue to report news of the

progress of the clinic in future issuestofodus.

—Sarah Fike
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The Answer is Diversity, Not Division

| am a third year undergraduate at a
university. | am a first generation immigrant. | am
a woman. And although there are numerous
adjectives and descriptions | can find to describe
myself and my identity, there is one description
that instantly unites me with millions of people in
this country. | am an American. As | write this,
the word “American” seems strange to me. Who
is an American? This question is lekSicult than
the question, “What is an American?” We all
come from different backgrounds, belong to
different cultures, and even speak different
languages. Yet despite so many differences that
separate us, we are united under the adjective

change how we as Americans view our country as
a whole.

Recently, issues of war, immigration and
education have created deep divisions among us,
resulting in a polarized society. But unity is
crucial to the harmony and success of every
country. Although it sounds more poetic than
political to say that we must unite, the very rof
our country is withering away because we see
be unable to come to a common ground on many
issues. Therefore, we are in need of a candidate
that can not only lead but also join us together so
that we hold one common vision of the future.

| have talked much about an archetype

“American.” Some of us are born here, and some American, but we are not identical. For this

of us have emigrated here from our homelands
and later become citizens. But this adjective, this

reason, we have split into factions. Although we
are all Americans, we differ in our jobs, social

one word, has great power because it gives us theclass and opinions. | am a student who desires

right to vote, the opportunity to choose our
president, and the ability to alter the future of o
country.

From the never-ending war in Irag to the

change in education, the elderly need better h
care, business owners seek tax relief, immigrants
require changes in immigration law, and soldiers
returning from war lack proper medical care,

educational problems we face at home, we are in psychological counseling, and housing.

deep crisis both here and abroad. As Americans,
we seriously need “change.” The word “change”

It has been said many times that America
is the melting pot of different nationalities,

echoes in each candidate's presidential campaign cultures, languages, ideas, and views. Our

speeches as the candidates approach both
international and national issues. The growing
unpopularity of America is detrimental to both
future relationships with our allies and with other
countries as well. We not only need to change
how other countries view us, but we must also

different views may clash, but they should not
separate us so deeply so as finally to dividerus. |
the end, our differences should lead to our
diversity, not to our division. —XXXX

Kenyan Violence Means Death, Displacement

In the past few years, Kenya seemed well on its evathe path to economic development. It held

fair and free elections in 2002, in which Mwai Klifbavas elected president. Soon after taking office,
Kibaki unveiled an ambitious plan to accelerateneooic growth. While corruption was still a problem,
Kenya's political situation was remarkably staldenpared to most of its neighbors. In additionsiaenic
views of the African safari boosted its boomingrism industry.

Kenya was set to hold its regular t@s in December of 2007, in which President Kilrak
for re-election against Raila Odinga, of the Orabgenocratic Movement. When the numbers from the
polls started coming back, with Odinga's ODM paafing a significantly greater portion of the seats
Kenya's parliament, and while at the same time Kilea in the presidential race, both sides began t
suspect foul play. According to the official resulKibaki led by a margin of roughly 200,000 votes.

Kenva. continued on pa4




Kenya,continued from page 3

However, violence erupted in theediseas soon as Kibaki was
sworn into office. According to the BBC, the Lawcssy of Kenya has
declared the election results “not credible” ankkdKibaki to step down.
The contested election results have also broughietensions to the
surface. Many of the other ethnic groups resenakilb Kikuyu tribe,
which as the largest group in Kenya, has traditlgrreeld a position of
political dominance.

According to the BBC, much of the eiote is ethnically
motivated. Odinga said that Kibaki was guilty ohgeide, while one of
Kibaki's representatives accused Odinga's ODM paréthnic cleansing.
Regardless of the motivations behind the violetite numbers are
astounding. The BBC reports that in less than atmafter the elections
occurred, at least 1,500 have been killed andrbatly 600,000 have been
displaced from their homes. Several prominent Kaayaere killed,
including two members of parliament and a formgm@dian. Even those
who sought refuge in a church were not spared. &ebber 31, 2007, a
mob set fire to a church that housed more tharre@ees, 35 of whom
died —Zewei Hu




